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they are in the bloom of youth, and may aspire to the greatest honours
and preferments." The holy mother answered, " Your pity is really
impiety, and the compassion to which you exhort me would make me
the most cruel of mothers." Then turning herself towards her children,
she said to them, " My sons, look up to heaven, where Jesus Christ with
his saints expects you. Be faithful In his love, and fight courageously for
your souls." Publius, being exasperated at this behaviour, commanded
her to be cruelly buffeted, saying, " You are insolent indeed to give them
such advice as this in my presence, in contempt of the orders of our princes."

The judge then called the children to him one after another, and used
many artful speeches, mingling promises with threats to induce them to
adore the gods. Januarius, the eldest, experienced his assaults the first,
but resolutely answered him, " You advise me to do a thing that is very
foolish and contrary to all reason; but I confide in my Lord Jesus Christ,
that he will preserve me from such an impiety." Publius ordered him to
be stripped and cruelly scourged, after which he sent him back to prison.
Felix, the second brother, was called next and commanded to sacrifice.
But the generous youth replied, " There is one only God. To him we
offer the sacrifice of our hearts. We will never forsake the love which we
owe to Jesus Christ. Employ all your artifices, exhaust all inventions of
cruelty, you will never be able to overcome our faith." The other brothers
made their answers separately, that they feared not a passing death but
everlasting torments; and that having before their eyes the immortal re-
compenses of the just, they despised the threats of men. Martialis, who
spoke last, said, " All who do not confess Christ to be the true God shall
be cast into eternal flames." The brothers, after being whipped, were
remanded to prison, and the prefect, despairing to be able ever to over-
come their resolution, laid the whole process before the emperor. Antoninus,
having read the interrogatory, gave an order that they should be sent to
different judges and be condemned to different deaths. Januarius was
scourged to death with whips loaded with plummets of lead. The two
next, Felix and Philip, were beaten with clubs till they expired. Sylvanus,
the fourth, was thrown headlong down a steep precipice. The three
youngest, Alexander, Vitalis, and Martialis, were beheaded, and the same
sentence was executed upon the mother four months after. St Felicitas
is commemorated in the Roman Martyrology on the 23rd of November;
the sons on the loth of July, on which day their festival is marked in the
Old Roman Calendar, published by Bucherius.1

St Gregory the Great delivered his third homily on the Gospels, on
the festival of St Felicitas, in the church built over her tomb on the Salarian
road. In this discourse he says that this saint, " having seven children,
was as much afraid of leaving them behind her on earth as other mothers

1 In Cydum Pasch. p. 268.